
From Bishop Lynn 

To Brethren in Christ Pastors and Churches in the Great Lakes Conference 
March 18, 2020 

 
Greetings in the Name of Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

 
On March 17 the Leadership Council met to prayerfully discuss and provide 

counsel to the Brethren in Christ Church re. the COVID-19 crisis that much 
of the world is experiencing, now including the United States.  This is our 

counsel: 
 

1. We remind ourselves that we are the Church; we do not “go to 
Church.”  Watch for ways to keep in touch with one another, especially 

the elderly, the sick, the financially distressed, and the lonely. Use 
your phones, texts, emails, Facetime/What’s App, Zoom, etc. to keep 

in touch.  Galvanize your people to meet immediate needs, both in 

your congregation and in your community.  Practice praying for one 
another, and your neighbors.  We may well discover ways to care for 

and serve one another that heretofore did not occur to us.  Thus this is 
a time of learning, a time of opportunity.  Pay attention to the 

prompting of the Holy Spirit. 
 

2. Government is God’s idea.  It is a blessing to the general population to 
have authority in place that issues forth in orderliness, and medical 

competency elevated to positions of responsibility and counsel.  As 
Romans 13:4 says, “The one in authority is God’s servant for your 

good.”  Thus the Leadership Council advises that we follow the 
instructions of those governmental and medical personnel who are 

giving their best judgments for the benefit of all of us.  The current 
instruction is that for the time being we not gather in groups greater 

than ten.  That means that we suspend our main gathering times until 

we get the word that the Coronavirus threat has passed, and that such 
gatherings are safe for the public. 

 

3. We encourage continued giving of our tithes and offerings.  Electronic 
giving options are excellent.  Mailing checks to the church office is also 

important.   
 

4. Technology is helping us to navigate settings where we cannot meet 
together.  We encourage you to utilize electronic means for 

teaching/preaching, worshipping together, and giving.  (If you need 
assistance in setting up those capabilities you are welcome to contact 

me via return email, and I will provide links/personnel that can help 



you.)  Absent the option of gathering electronically, we encourage the 

regular connection with persons via phone and appropriate smaller 
group gatherings. 

 

Throughout the Church’s history we have found ways to carry out the 
mission of God to bless all the families of the earth through Jesus Christ, no 

matter the empire in power, no matter the winds of war or peace, no matter 

the issues of financial or medical crisis.  Let us continue to carry out Christ’s 
mission, with faith and wisdom, with love and power. 

 
God bless you richly, 

Bishop Lynn 
Great Lakes Conference 

 


